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DETAILED ACTION 
Specification 

The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: In the 
Abstract line 6 replace the word "truck" with "trunk". 
Appropriate correction is required. 

Drawings 

The drawings are objected to under 37 CFR 1.83(a) because; 

With respect to Fig. 1 , the drawing fails to show network terminal (NT1), trunk 
(T), central office (CO), terminal equipment (TE), subscribe (S) interface, active layer 1 
(ACTL1), generic circuit interface (GCI), as described in the specification. 

With respect to Fig. 2, the drawing is objected to for failing to show a trunk 
interface with a network terminal and network terminal connected to a central office and 
terminal equipment connected to the subscribe chips via subscribe interface as claimed 
in claim 1. 

With respect to Fig. 4, the following items need to be corrected; 
Reference 420, "The first AND gate" should be "The first NOT gate". 
Reference 422, "The second AND gate" should be "The second NOT gate". 
Reference 416 replace "frequency divider" with "The first frequency divider". 
Reference 41 8 add "The second frequency divider". 
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Any structural detail that is essential for a proper understanding of the disclosed 
invention should be shown in the drawing. MPEP § 608.02(d). Corrected drawing 
sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d) are required in reply to the Office action to 
avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended replacement drawing sheet should 
include all of the figures appearing on the immediate prior version of the sheet, even if 
only one figure is being amended. The figure or figure number of an amended drawing 
should not be labeled as "amended." If a drawing figure is to be canceled, the 
appropriate figure must be removed from the replacement sheet, and where necessary, 
the remaining figures must be renumbered and appropriate changes made to the brief 
description of the several views of the drawings for consistency. Additional replacement 
sheets may be necessary to show the renumbering of the remaining figures. Each 
drawing sheet submitted after the filing date of an application must be labeled in the top 
margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or "New Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .121(d). If 
the changes are not accepted by the examiner, the applicant will be notified and 
informed of any required corrective action in the next Office action. The objection to the 
drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

Also, Figure 1 should be designated by a legend such as -Prior Art-- because 
only that which is old is illustrated, applicants discloses in the specifications that Fig. 1 is 
conventional and therefore considered prior art. See MPEP § 608.02(g). Corrected 
drawings in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d) are required in reply to the Office action 
to avoid abandonment of the application. The replacement sheet(s) should be labeled 
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"Replacement Sheet" in the page header (as per 37 CFR 1 .84(c)) so as not to obstruct 
any portion of the drawing figures. If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, the 
applicant will be notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next Office 
action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

Claim Objections 

Claim 1 is objected to because of the following informalities: In line 4 insert "to" 
after "connected", and in line 7 replace the word "truck" with "trunk". 

Claim 1 is objected to because of the following informalities: In line 2 "capable of 
does not limit the claim and therefore does not have patentable weight, suggest 
rewording the preamble to more clearly define the claimed subject matter. 

Claim 3 is objected to because of the following informalities: In line 15 "capable 
of does not limit the claim and therefore does not have patentable weight, suggest 
rewording the claim to more clearly define the claimed subject matter. 

Claim 10 is objected to because of the following informalities: In line 11 "capable 
of does not limit the claim and therefore does not have patentable weight, suggest 
rewording the claim to more clearly define the claimed subject matter. 

Claim 4 is objected to because of the following informalities: In line 1 1 insert 
"second" before the second "AND". 

Appropriate correction is required. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 1-5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

With respect to claim 1, in line 5 the word "manner" is used which is vague and 
indefinite as it does not limit the claim. One of ordinary skill in the art would not know in 
what specific "manner" the daisy chain circuit is to be formed for proper operation of the 
invention as intended by the inventor. 

Claims 2-5 are dependent upon rejected independent claim 1 and therefore also 
stand rejected. 

Claim 1 recites the limitation "indication" in line 12. There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim 8 recites the limitation "DPLL circuit" in line 5. There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of 
making and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the 
art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall 
set forth the best mode contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

Claim 1-5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, as failing to comply 
with the enablement requirement. The claim(s) contains subject matter which was not 
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described in the specification in such a way as to enable one skilled in the art to which it 
pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and/or use the invention. 
Claim 1 recited here in part: 

a plurality of priority selection circuits that are connected each other in a daisy 
chain circuit manner for sending out a frame-synchronization clock output signal and a 
data clock output signal; 

a plurality of trunk chips that are connected to a network terminal via a truck 
interface, and then connected to a central office via the network terminal for receiving 
the frame-synchronization clock output signal and the data clock output signal; 

It is not clear from the drawings and or the specifications what constitutes a 
"priority selection circuit" and "trunk chips" are they the same elements or separate 
elements. If they are the same elements than it is suggested one of the elements be 
removed and the limitation be reworded to more clearly define the invention. 

Thus based on the drawings and specifications, one of ordinary skill in the art 
would not be able to perform the invention as claimed and therefore renders the claims 
as non enabling. 

Claims 2-5 are dependent upon rejected independent claim 1 and therefore also 
stand rejected. 

Claims 6 - 13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, as failing to 
comply with the enablement requirement. The claim(s) contains subject matter which 
was not described in the specification in such a way as to enable one skilled in the art to 



Application/Control Number: 10/047,758 Page 7 

Art Unit: 2616 

which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and/or use the 
invention. Claims 6 and 10 recited here in part; 

when one external line is called, the priority selection circuits choose a priority 
selection circuit and a chip having the highest priority, from the priority selection circuits 
and the trunk chips, and activate a layer 1 of the trunk chip to provide a synchronization 
clock source that is synchronous to a central office. 

It is not clear from the drawings and or the specifications how the "priority 
selection circuit chooses a priority selection circuit" and which "chip" is being chosen 
(trunk chip or subscribe chip). Furthermore, it is not clear what constitutes "layer 1" 
whether this is the same as OSI/ISO layer architecture, this is not described in the 
specifications. Thus based on the drawings and specifications, one of ordinary skill in 
the art would not be able to perform the invention as claimed and therefore renders the 
claims as non enabling. 

Claims 6-13 are dependent upon rejected independent claims 6 and 10 and 
therefore also stand rejected. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Raj Jain whose telephone number is 571-272-3145. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F. 
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the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are (571) 273-8300 for 
regular communications and (571) 273-8300 for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 571-272- 



2600. 
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